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Order or Anerchy 


Tf order is repression, regimentation 
military indoctrination or barreck culture, then 
it is a duty of the citizen to subvert it, and 
if necessary, to destroy it, because under the 
veil of order such as this lurks the vicious face 
of the vested interests, of communist, liberal 
or democratic commissars, of the forces of death 
and extermination. Is it order to produce napalm 
bombs, atom bombs cr any bombs; to rape, kill, 
invade and bomb? This certainly is the order of 
communism, socialism, demcecracy and liberalism 
but not of anarchy; the order of law, of hieranky 
of antilibertarian and arnti-eros forces; it is 
the death instinct of humanity. 


Anarchism is Dionysian in charac- - 
ter. It is the life force of-humanity and, there- 
fore, negates the death merch of society. Anar-— 
chism is rebellion aguinst custome, conventions, 
prisons and chains, symbol¢ of repression, ex~ 
ploitation and enslavement. -Anarchists: stand for 
Life and love. They are indefatige ble fighters 
for world emancipation, for liberty and freedom. 
Revolutionary genii or demons of destruction’ 
Anarchists are revolutionaries against all kinds 
of authority, against all that is sacred, against 
the conventional, against the besis of exploi-: 
tation. Carducci! description of the Satan fits 
them:"I Level thrones and altars and annihilate 
binding customs. With the goed cf a restless 
aspiration I urge men on until they outgrow 
faith and fear, until the slave stands erect 
before the tyrant and defies his. curse." 


The left and right maké cf anax 
chists the apostles of universal destruction. 
And it could not be otherwise. A revolutionary, 
a. radical thinker, a. bearer of ideas is mental 
dynamite, and cén cause a datgerous explosion, 
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shattering the foundation of any social order. 


: What Chapman Cohen said for “ie free~ 
thinker. is: more: true of tne anarchist; "Often 4. 
freethinker is denounced because he is destrac- 
tive: ar dangerous. What other is he expected to 
be? And would he be of much use if he were 
otherwise? I would go further and say that he 
is the most destructive of all agencies, because 
he is: so intimately concerned wath the handling 
af the most destructive of all w&pons~idess, It 
is. literally true that in human society the 
most destructive fdémees at work are ideas." And 
the anarchists. are bearers of the most. destruc~ 
tive idea-anarchism, 


Here. I have nc: intention of writing an 
ole ta anarchy but to evote its Spirit which is 
more relevant to the vresent cay unrest and _ 
bewildernent: unrest in society and bewilder- 
ment among radicals, who are reacy to forge new 
chains of enslayement in the name of sotialism 
and classless mOCiety. Phere: iss no need for 
HOM. states for @ »ew bourgeoisie or master 
class, If we fight for masters, we have them 
How. We need the process of liberarion to con- 
tinue: until. the last cancrcid growth is: elimi--« 
Beved. Or to. use. Condureet's maxim: "When the 
fast capitalist will bé hanged with the guts of 
one lass reformist, ~wumanity will be happy." 
fnarchy then stands a% & warning sign for those 
Peva::utionaries whese. eftorts, suiferings ana 


blood can te used to cement a new tyranny. 


; But anarchism, will sa ; ss 
awlCCW action, to propaganda. by eed, And ; 
they will go and search in the arehives of 5.5. 
of N.K.V.D., C.I.A. or even A.S.1.0., for rele~ 
Want evidence and facts. But one thing they - 
forget is that an act of, terrorism, of indivi- 
@ual veageance committed by some anarchists is 
a@oact of conscious personal rebellion directed 
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against that sccial cancer, authority, and its 
implications. 


It is irrelvant to Suggest. any comparison 
between such individual acts and the planned 
cold— bloodea wass murder accomplished by 
authority. The mendarins of the authoritarian 
order are dishonest end hypocritical, They weep 
While devouriny their Victims. They wail over 
the: fate of slexanaer II, Umberto, Kennedy or 
some. other kings or queens killed by enraged 
anarchists or half-med murderers, but they never 
mention their vw responsibility for Millions of 
human corpses, LOT Suffering and tears, Oh, they 
kill but in tne “ame of order, law and Pros psrit 
2 ape ae : Js 
pee, it is a. difrerant matter altogether! 


ror the present day sgociet ang: is” 
are what the Devil igs for Reger £m Teh ientiy 
church that persecutes heretics, depopulating 
Many countries for God's sake. The devil is ml 
invented for Justification. | . 


bet us essume the existence of an omni- 
potent god, a legislator, the embodiment of all 
authoritarian vrinciples. Then-the devil exes es 
Kiss indubitable right to rebel, to break the 
chains of mental slavery. Then only is knowledge: 
torn and consciénce awakened. Without -the aevil, 
without a spirit of Tevdel lion, there. 46 no pro- 
6resa, na science, no knowledge. Garducci was 
right wher. he made his Satan say: "I animate all 
who fight against servitude and somnolence, I 
inspire: the revolutionary, the Scorner, the 
Sceptic, and the satirist. I shall distribute 
the fruit of the tree of knowledge," 


Then what «ind of judgement can we expe ct 
from the bourgeois scribes and the supporters 
of conventionalism? They scorn anarchists because 
Gaetano Bresci‘illed a. man responsible for the 
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massacre of hundreds. They cali anarchists vi-~ 
cious terrorists vf senseless slaughter, and in 
nzantime. they glorify war and call “seanse" the 
dropping, of bombs and the killing of thousands 
of women and children, innocent populations. 
They call men lize Stalin, Hitler, Mussolini, 
Franca, Churchili, Breghney and Nixon ‘great 
mem of virtue and sanse, and never count the 
souls these have sent to eternity. It is not 
considered slaughter: whea millions die; it is 
orp griada when some *outstanding" individual. 
dies. : 


Awarchy or order? Anarchy! If..youw want to 
tear down the books of law ana morai conventions 
which prevent pevtie from thinking and enquiring 
Anarchy!if you want to get rid of superstitions, 
myths and dogmas created for unthinking masses 
by capitalists, sxplciters and various govern~ 
ments to perpetuate tnsir priviledges, status 
and blood-sucking practices. Anarghy! if vou 
want to stop wars, hates, racialiem, and to re- 
generate society cn the basis of decentralisae 
tion, direct action, mutual aid and federalisn. 
Anarchy! if you dout want to remain blind to 
facts and realities, to live in the imaginary 
world: of illusicas luilled by the songs of shrewd 
paliticians. and their newspaper scribes, i 


The Work of Daniel Guerin 


Daniel jJuerin is’ 4 French writer'wno, in 
recent years, has devoted himself to a rehabi~ 
litation of anarchism. He writes with great sym 
pathy on the unarchists, their doctrines and re- 
volutionary achievements, but he does’ so in an 
enterprise that is not narrowly conceived. He 
wishes tc see reopened the debate between autho-~ 
ritarian and libertarian conceptions of .socigl- 
ism: indeed, he regards anavohism as. that branch 
cof socialism in which predominate concern for 
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literty and longing to abolish the State. 


Tt is this view of anatchism that.gives 
character to his book JAanarehisme (Editions Gal 
limard, Paris, 19€5) and his anthology ni dieu ni 
maitre(Editions de Delvhés, Faris, undated). There 
has been, as Guerin moted in 1965, a revival of 
interest in anarchism in recent yearsa One thinks 
of such works in Inglish as Woodcock's Anarchisn,. 
Joll's The Anarchists, Krimerman and Perry's 
Patterns of Anarchy and“Horcwitz's The snarchistes 
the two last-named being anthologies. In Guerin : 
however, we find whet is missing in. these other g 
a conviction -of the social impartance of anarchism 
and a clear view of what it is that makes anar.. 
chism important. It is therefore gratifying that 
Lianarchisme is to be published in English tras- 
lation in, the United states(Monthly ‘Review Press 
with an introduction by Noam Chomsky). 


But why is he certain that. anarchism is in 
need of rehabilitation? Here he thinks that anar-+ 
chism is suffering injustice on three. counts. Its 
belittlers maintain that anarchism has failed the 
great revolutionary tests of our days, natablyin: 
Russia. and Spain, and has no place in the modern 
world. Furthermore, they give a tendentious accatit 
of its doctrine, representing it as individualist, 
opposed to organization, incapable of unity, cen- 
tralization or planning, .nostalgic for a. golden 
age, tending only to revive archaic forms of so- 
clety, guilty of infantile optimism. Finally, 
certain of its commentaturs (Guerin has prcbably 
in mind French writers) draw from oblivion only 
its most questionable doctrines, mamely terrorism, 
individual outrages and propaganda by explosives. 


He believes that the documents that he 
has collected in the more than 600 pages of Ni 
dieu ni maitre will refute these three prcpc 
Siticns, and that they will show that the con- 


atructive ideas: cf anarchy have. a ocntemporary 
foree: that can o2d socialism in taking a new 


departure. 


These constructive ideas consist esSpeo= 
Lati 2 eeding upwares Rcpet ! : 
PSN aha proses to authority and coeroim 
proceeding downwards from the top. As Guerin 
sees it, these are not disembodied aspirtions, 
but assume concrete form in workers’ association 
(promoted by Prcudhon), dederalism (an idea born 
during the Frencn Revolution) and revolutionary 
syncicalism that adds solidarity and interdepen- 
dence to tne federatod associations. Mcral unde 
pinning is given by the supreme valuation of 
individuality, society being viewed as a conglom- 
6érate of free energies. The individual is free 
to asscciate or not tc associate, he is free to 
disengage himself at any timel From the postitlate 
of liberty follcws also the rejection cf reli- 
gious authority and of puritanism in ccnduct. 
AS Guerin nctes, the anarchists. have pioneered 
in sexual liberty.  — + = | 3 
L'anarchisme is 4 presentaticn in Guerin's 
words of these doetrines of ‘the anarchists and 
of their application during the twentieth century, 
and. 1S accordinzly an excellent companicn to the 
anthology, thcugh either can be read without the 
other. Because. he knows just what it is that 
interests him in anarchism, Guerin is able to 
tencre such thinxers as Godwin, Tucker and 
Tolstoy who have peen allotted much space in 
other treataents. Por him, anarchism: was fcunded 
by Frouunon and developed by Bakunin, with an 
impertant contribution being made by Stirner, 
opotkin and Maletesta receive less attenticn, 
and bcth are criticized, Krcpctkin. for deflecting 
anarchism “tcwaras a utopianism and optimism whose 
deficiencies are badly, dissimulated by scientism", 
and walatesta. for purism and"reckless activism". 


! , | | 

It is interesting tc motice that in kngland — 
anarchists have attended more ee ae ne 
Malatesta(both cof whom spent time in tng tan : a 
to Proudhen, Bakunin and Stirner, if is = . 
judge from works hept in print, Interes img fr 
figures like Wilde, Thoreau and oe ae eee ee. 
From Guerin's workmanlike point of viem, in divid« 
ual protest (Thoreau) and genial. visions (@lde, 
Read) are both irrelevant. 


Guerin organizes L'anarchisme around what he 
takes to be the plain distinction between tthe 
nineteerth and twentieth century appearances of 
anarchism. in the former, anarchism Wa8 e858 en -- 
tially dcetrinal:; in the latter, it.was put into 
revcluticnary practice. Consequently the first 
and second parts of the book(ppl3=82 ) discuss the 

halcraticn of doctrine, the third part (.85-18] 
discusses. the rekations cf- the anarchists TC 
syndicalism and their role in Russia, Italy and 
spain. They are shown inveithing against autheni- 
tarian policies and. attempting to create ‘farms ct 
organization..which, while leaving individuals 
free, wculé be sufficient:to ensure the working 
cf the ecconouy, Naturally, this breught them | 
into bitter conflict with the Communists, heirs to 
the: authoritarian conception of socialism, by wh m 
the Russian end spanish anarchists were eventuall 
destroyed. It ig part of Guerin's thesis. that 
their gociul experiments were doomed, not by lin- 
herent unworkahility, but by military and 
political repression, 


: »twG sources of ener 
distrusted by autvhoritarians, but on which riled 


anarchists built their hepes. On the other hand, 


és 

they engaged in speculatis“%, and inguiry on forms 
s£ society that would nct rpress. these. scurces 
of energy, but would allow them the freest 
expressicn. | Pe 

Guerin's view cf anarchism gives his ex~ 
pesition a concise and inoisive quality, as will 
readily be appreciated by readers coming to his. 
book after Wcecdcock or Joli. Mm particular, Guerin 
feels justified in igncring precursors and fringe 
figures, in repudiating the biographical apprrcch 
(he notes. that Prcudhon and Bakunin were anar- 
chists only for part cf their pelitcally active 
lives) and in setting aside subjects that are 
not specifically libertarian, including the _ 
critique of capitalism, atheism, anti-militarism | 
and free icve. Scme would argue that these c 
causes are central to anarchism,. but Guerin's 
positicn appears to be that they do nct lend 
distinctiveness to the anarchist pcesition. They 
are demands that can he aosomedated within | 
statist scciety, whereas anarchism is abcve all 
concerned with transfcrming statist scciety. 
Anarchism, then, is treated by Guerin as a ccn- 
ception of society in which the crucial features 
have to do with forns of crganization within 
WO2CGh.E Ss @ the gilt Glee ase individuality 
and spontaneity can flourish, and which are 
themselves the. outcome of individuality and 
spcntaneity. : SO 

Guerin's deliberate. ccneentratien of aim 
dces nct preclude him fron recognizing oertain 
difficulties ani equivooations in the anarchist 
position. Thus in presenting the, anarchist crit- 
icism of bcurgeois democracy, he. brings out the 
inconsistencies. of Proudhon, Bakunin and the ° 
ppanish anarchists on the question of whether to 
vote: for political parties. He remarks upcn the 
compromises with.government of certain leading 
bpanish anarchists during the Civil War. He no~ 
tices. the difficulties faced by autogestion 
(workerg' management. Jin Yugoslavia and Algeria. 
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The only difficulty whcse. theatment I find unsa- 
tisfactory is that of individualism. 


If anarchism is, as Guerin maintains, the 
libertarian concepticn cf socialism, then clearly 
the indivicuealists are a problem, simply because 
of the a-sccial and anti-social tone of much cf 
their writing. In dealing with Stirner, Guerin 
credits him with rehabilitating the individual 
at an epoch when philosophy was dominated by | 
Hegelian anti-individualism and when the misdeeds 
of bourgeois egoinsm had led the majority of re~- 
formers to put the accent on its contrary. Le — 
not the word gooialism,he asks, born as the | 
antonym or individualism? Guerin's matural inter- 
est in showing Stirner at his most pungent con- 
flicts somewhat with his belief that at bottom 
the partisans cf total liberty and those of 
social orgaiigation are less removed from me 
another then they had themselves imagined. Ke 
is brought thus to underplay the significa nee 
of Stirner's anti~-sociality by adepting the 
doubtful critical device of treating certain’ 
passages as an outcome of Stirner having been 
led astray by his own verve(for example,"We do’ 
not aspire to common life, but to life apart," 
"The happiness of the pecple is my unhappiness," ) 
He suggests also that stirner, like the ma— 
jority of isolated and introverted people, felt 
an acute nostalgia for communitarian life, 


c engoyment, and that, - 
the:most transient 
danger of bec oming 


even when I enter into the 
"union of escists", I am in 
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subcrdinated to the spoons and trammels of 
ecllective: life. 


Undcubtedly, the key pretlem for anarchists 
is. presented by authority and the State. How 
are these to be prevented from springing up 
under new. or. covert forms’? Prcudhon, Bakunin , 
the Spanish anarchists anw cthers have locked 
to mass. spontaneity for the creation. of new 
sccial forms, and they have opposed with une- 
gualled. vigour authcritarian attempts tO. impose 
scluticns upon the masses, But at, the same time, 
they have. been forced to reocgnize that by and 
large the masses will nct aat.spontaneotisly in 
a Libertarian direction unless. stimulated so 
to dc. Hence the persistent tendency of anar- 
chist -revcluticnaries to vin their hopes on 
creative cr conscious ninorities which will 
turn the:masses in the right direction, but 

Will be sufficiently delf-effacing to resist 
the temptation tc constitute themselves as a de 
factc State. It is as if they were haunted by 
Amureose Bierce's definition cf Revolution: "an | 
ahrupt change in the fcrm of misgovernment!, — 
Guerin deals fairly with this crucial problen, 
showing himself to be awere of the "ccntradic- 
ticn" between the mass movemer.t and its overt 
ur covert leaders. His conelusion may indeed. 
impress as a.masterpiace of understatement: 
"The. nelations between the mess and the con 
scicus minority form a prcblem whose solution 
has: not yet been tully found, even by the 
amanchisits, and. on which the last word seems 
net tc have. been said." ! | 


Aremarkable reature of Guerin's. work is 
the. confidence with wiiioh 1e writes on the a 
scecial relevance. cf anarchisn. He geces so far 
as to declare that the subject of reflection 
that his'.} ook proposes to its readers is whether 
the future: belongs to the authoritarian or | 
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Libertarian conceptions cf socialism. A gulf sep- 
arates. him. from .the philosophical anarchism of a 
Wocdcock cr the supercilious academic detachment 
of a Joll. Perhaps this has something -to do with 
the revolutionary traditions of France, Given: his 
contidence, it may seem surprising that he 1i3cks 

» Yugoslavia. and Algeria. for modern developments 
6Y interest (autogestion); it is as though he 
were tacitly acknowledging anarchism to be aw 
peripheral in France 38 in’ Ingland. : 


My -explenation..i3 that his book and anthcl1-—~ 
ogy are intended to-make an impression on left~— 
“wing vhought by forcing to attention anarchist 
doctrines: and achievements that heve fallen - 
largely intc oblivicn. Hence the hipe expressed 
in Ni dieu_nivmaitre that the collection will 
lead’ to a synthesis: between two egually fecund 
schcols of thought,.cne steaming from Marx and 
Engels, the cther frow Proudhon and Bakunin. 
Hence his insistence that the debate to recpen 
is not that between the successors of Lenin 
(Stalin and Trctsky), but that between the 
authoritarian and libertarian conceptions of 
scclalism. Here. Guerin follows Valine in main-~ 
taining that it was not Stalin who brought about 
the degeneration of the Russian Revolution, bat 
the ‘ degeneration ox the Russian Revolution 
that brought about Stalin. He does full justice 
to.the prophetic force-cf nineteenth century 
anarchist criticisms of Marxism,and to the. 4 .c- 
carly. recognition by twentieth century anarchists 
ct the true nature ct Bcolshevisuw, It is easy to 
see that Guerim's interpretation of anarchism 
could make an impeot on. french radical wneettled 
in the aftermath of "de-stalinizaticn", Marxist 
revisionism, the uprisings: in Polend, Hungary and f.. 
Hast Germany, and the tentatives towards inde- 
pendence. of the Italian Communist Party. : 

That his. confidence was. not unfounded is 
suggested by. events since 1965, most notably 
by the student and worker revolts in France 


L2 
in 1968 in which avowedly anarchist ideas had 
their part to play, and. in which authoritarian 
and. libertarian conceptions of socialism were 
alearly seen to be in conflict. 


cenneth Maddcck 


State and Revclution. 


Soviet Russia celebrates again. This. 
time: it is the Great Octcber Revcluticn. in 
parades of army, navy, air forces, of officers, 
scldiers, commissars. anu workers, will be ex- 
pressed revolutionary solidarity. There will be 
greetings frcem the Presidium of the Soviets,frem 
the. Communist party, trim the Central Committee. 
There: Will be recitations frem Lenin and gliri- 
fication cf Merxism-Leninism. Phe werkers will 
give account of their producticn and proudly 
declare the revolutionary fulfilment cf the 
five: years plua. Inithe final analysis: every- 
thing will bea parcdy cf the revolution. 


"State" and "Revolution" are mutually — 
exclusive. concepts. Either there is revclution 
and. no state cr there is state and no revolution. 
The: Soviet Unicn is a federeticn cf states and 
therefore, by definition,is anti-revolutionary; 
it is a.reacticnary and dictatorial state, It is 
reacticnary in relation to the workers or, to 
be more precise to the nasses. As a body pclitic 
the state is the collection cf pelitical, legis- 
lative,executive, judicial, military and -financial 
irstituticus, by means cf which the masses are 
robbed. of their iudependence, their initiative 
and. their interests. The masses, argues. the - 
bourgecis political soientist and his counter-— 
part, the: socialist political Scientist, are 
unable: tc govern themselves and therefore they 
have to accept willy-nilly the benevolent yoke 
of the: bourgeois government, or the enlightened 
dictatorship of the socialist leadership. 
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The Soviet Union is a dictatorship and lasa 

hi gc ple Reser nets bucause Lt Ls pe 
bk gr elitist clique which considers itself tthe 
# depository of Marxism-Leninism. It is a 

ee , TAN anc despotism. Here I am 
government of arrcgamce anc p ee 
tempted tc quote my favourite quotation of Ba un in ; 
"But in the peoples state of Marx, there will be, 
we are told, no privileged class at all. All wi 11 
be equal, not only from the Juridicial and pol i- 
tical point of view, but from the economic: point 
of view, at least, that is whst is promised, though 
tf doubt very much considering the manner in. which 
it is being tackle« and the the: ccurse it is 
desired tc fcllow, whether that promise could 

ever be kept. There will, therefore, be no longer 
any privileged class but there will be a. government, 
and note this well, and extrenily compléx gcvern- 
ment, which-will not content itself with goveimni ng 
and administering the masses politically as all 
governments today,. but which will alsc adminis ter 
them economically, concentrating in its cwn 

hands the production and the just division of 
wealth. The cultivation cf land, the establish— 
ment and devel»pment cf factories, the organi-. 
zation and direction of ccmmerce, finally the 
application of capital to production b i the 
cnlybank the State. All that will demand many 
man's knowledge and many heads cverflowing | 

with brains in this government. It will be the > 
reign cf scientific intelligence, the most 
aristocratic, despctic, arrcgant and. contemptuous . 
of all regimes. There will be a. new class," | 


To celebraté the events of October is an 
easy task, but to “have the spirit of the revo- 
lutionary October is a different task. And the 
Spirit is long dead in Russia. It was. killed 
at its inception by the mcst glorified leftist 
images: Lenin and 'rotsky/ It was Lenin who ~ 
created the first concentration camp Khoimogo r 
near Arkhanghelsk ‘tc get rid of un -sirable 
dissenters while Trotsky was putting the 


ie ees — 
final touch te she. cotfiter-revceluticn -by elimi- 
netin the spirit of the reveoluticn in Makhne, 
Kronstadt and the Social Revelutionaries. 


[It is meaningless evoking the spirit co. 
the revclution by Long established ritualistic 
practices such ag. toasts, orgies, oratory or 
marches. Exorcism Coes; nct change reality. The 
scviet Unig. is monstrous state. It pays lip 
serwice to the revoluticn while it ‘crushes | 
every, revolutionary tendency. It hatés dissenters. 
It. is afraid of freedom and free thought. Espec- 
ia@lly, it is afraid of socialism and the class 
lies society. 
5° the celebraticn of October is the 
celebration of the State and its corollary, 
uniformity ani slavery. October, then, should y 
not olur our discriminaticn, should net find us 
so gullible as; to accept it as an ideology and 
therefcre have a distcrted picture of men, ideas. 
and history. The revoluticn is dead. The death— 
~blow came freu the stete. It turned .October. 
into the sphinx whioh we shotld decipher and 
transcend if we want to march forward to anar- 
chism, the: classless society and the Social 
Revc lution. : | 
Jack the Anarchist 


Anarchists & the Jctober Revclutiou. 
The Attitude cf the Anarchists tceward the 


deformation of the Russian Revclution by the . 
Commuist Party and the constructive libertarian 
approach:to the problems. cf the Revolution were 
breadly summarized by Peter Kripotkin in his 
prophetic "Letter to the Workers of Western 
Hurope," written in 1919 while in Dimitrov. 

wre this effort to brild a communist republic on 
the basis of a strongly centralised state comu~ 
nism under the iron law of party dictatcrhip is 
bound. tui end in failure. We are: learning to know in 
Russia. hew- not to introduce communism—the idea. of 
soaviets, that is to say,of ccunils of workers and 
peasants-controllinthe economic and political life 
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of the country is a great idea, since these 
these councils should be composed of all whotake 
a real part in the preduction cf national wealth 
by their cwn efforts. But-as. long as: the country 
is governed by a party dictatorship, the workers. 
and peasants! councils’ lose their entire 
Significance. | 3 


"The methods cf cverthrowing already 
enfeebled governments, are already well-known tc 
ancient, and mcderh histcry. But when it is neces. 
sary to create new forms oflife, especially new 
forms cf production and exchange (the -new) gov- 
ernment becomes a nuisance. It develops a bu- | 
reacracy sc formidable that the French bureau -_ 
cracy, which requires the help of fcrty officials 
to sell a tree brcken dcwn by a2 storm on the 
naticnal highway, is. 2 mere bagatelle in compa- 
rison. That is what we are learhining in Russis. 
And that is what ycu workers cf the west should 
avcid by every means, since you have. at heart the 
success cf & real social reconstructicn. | 

"The immense constructive work demanded by a 
sccial revolution cannct be accomplished by a: cen- 
tral gcvernment, even if it had tc guide it some- 
thing more substantial. than a.few sccialist and 
anarchist handbooks. It has need of knowledge, 
of brains and ‘the vcluntary collaboration dove. 
host of lcecal and: specialized forces which alone 
can attack the diversity of eccncmic prcblems in 
their local aspects. Toréject this collabcration 
and. to turn everything over tc the genius cf party 
dictatcrs is to destroy the independent certers ef 
our life, the trace unicns and the local cooper= 
ative crganizations by changing them into bureau 
cratic organs of ‘the party as is the case at: this 
time. This is the way net tc accomplish the revc- 
lution, to make its re@lization impossible. And 
this is: why I ccnsider it my duty.-to put y¥cu 
om guard against bcrrowing such methcds..." 


pefore dnd vey the October Revolution 

of 1917, Lenin echoed such anarchist slogans 

as, "Down with the Kerensky Government," Down 
with the war," "abolition cf the Standing Army," 
Arming the’ + i. the Wcrkers and Peasants," 
Workers: Control of Industry" and "Fhe Land to 
the Peasants." It would be a mistake, hoever, 

tO assume that the worcers and peasants of 
Russia: knew. nothing about these demands until 
the Anarchists or the Bolsheviks came around 

and persuaded thew to agscept these slogans. 

The faot is. that all these demands wetelraised 
by the: people and carrfed into effect before the 
radioal groups were even known to them. Any 
ee he vain popular support had 
tO acce nese Slogans. It so happened tha 
these: slogang. curmosded with the Anarchist 
reg ptions, The: Anarchists rightfully viewed 
karat, sod peng bg La1LSIng of these slogans as 4. 
103! of their theories, 

The slogans of the Revolution did 
mot, however, coinciae*-with the authoritarian 
Marxist theories of either the Bolsheviks or 
the Mensheviks. Lenin understood that his party 
cauld not come to power if he did not endorse 
the. slogans raised by the Revolution. Lenin | 
delikerately repeated the Anarchist slogans of 
the. Revelution to gain pepular support for his 
party. Subsequent events showed that once in 
power, Lenin and Gompan) immediately instituted 
=. dictatorship over the organizations of the . 


workers and peasants ané forgot all about his” 
promises. 


The "Marxists" in criticizing Lenin's 
ideas inadvertantly acknowledge the Libertarian 
tendencies of the Revolution. When Lenin tried 
to: square. his endorsenent of the Anarchistic 
slogans of the revolution with Marxism, i' 
the” various Mensheviks and Social 
Revolutionists tried ta dissociate 


7 ee 
Marx fcom Lenin and. associated Lenin with Bakunin 
and. Amarchism. Thus, Re Abramovitch, a meee 
Menshevik, ‘could still write in his book, "Soviet 
Revolution, '"(1962): 


: in's) concepts shocked the Russian 
PO ae gh 1917. They considered(them)as a 
betrayal of scientific Socialisn, a@ reversion tc 
the mld utopian Bakuninist, Maximalist, Anarchist 
idea" (page30). Lenin was mistaken for an Anarchist 
not only by. the Mensheyiks, but even by some 
Anarchists. 


While the political parties were engaged ina 
bitter struggle fur power, the Anarchists dedicated 
themselves to spreading revolutionary ideas ana, 
the peasants and workers in the Czarist armies and 
furthering the Libertarian tehdencies of the revo- 
luticn. The snarchists freed from Siberian impri~ 
onment and those who returned from abroad derel- 
oped and imteusified Anarchist propaganda and 
mass action in the largest cities of Russia. like 
Moscow, Petrograd, Kronstadt, Yaroslav, Nighn.-~ 
Novgorod, Saratcyv, Samar, Krasnoyarsk, Viadi-cs- 
tok, Roetov-on-Don, Odessa, Kiev, Kharkov, Po tava, 
Ekaterinburg, Kursk, tkaterinoslay, and. Viatke. . 


in the short-lived period in whick the Anar- 
chists enjoyed freedom in Russia, publishing 
houses were formed in.Mogcow, Petrograd and other 
centres, publishing papers, pamphlets and boos, 
NO successful were. the Anarchist publications 
that weeklies turned into popular dailies, sich as 
the. syndicalist Goloa Truda of Petrograd, Anarc;} 
of Moscow and others. In ad@ition ‘to these vapers , 
there were also Burevegtniok, Rabochaya Mys_e, 
gibyrsky Anarchist, Rabochaya Zhimn, Trud i Vel ; 
olnaya, Ghisn and the fanote Nebat spe 


Ukraine. 


1L& 
Even at this early stage nab ue 

fornesayithe dangers of cent : ce ee ae 

i igm. They successfully organized shop : 
Ppa meet ace roe where workers oe ee 
tralled produstion. This decentralize ta - 
direzt action workers Sr ed cnet the n 
sLonal proportions. The: Anarcho-Syndiea 1sts ; 
organized.the River sransport Workers. Union o 
the Volga. They were especially successful Bat 
the RBakers' Union in Muscow, Kharkov, Kiev and 
ather cities, and also in the then Russian Poland. 
The Petrograd Postal and Telegraph Employees 
official publication was edited by Anarchists. 
Workers from tne Yobel Vil Rerinery joined the 
Anarcha=Syndicalist labor movement. in the 
Moscow: junotion of the had lwaymen's Union, the 
Anarchist, Kazimir Kovalevitz, was very influer- 
tial. In the tig Putiley Plants Anarchist 
influence was. tremendous. 


Tne Anéncho-Syndicalists. organized 
between 25 and 3C thousand miners of the Delbat— 
Zev “distriet of the. Dun Basin. This. daring orga- 
nigimg drive, provoked the. bitter enmity of the 
reactionary Don Cossacks., who murdered &. number 
of Anarchist Organizers. At tthe All Russian Trade 
Union convention the Anarchist faction represented 
100,@6O unionists. The delegates were instructed 
to present the Anarchist position. fo combat 
the: Anarchist influence, whe S0Cial-Democrats 
issued a special publication attacking the 
Anarcho~Syndicalists.. 


| The: .narchists were very suecessful 
With their: propaganda for workers control of pro- 
duetion. The publication New Put, organ of the 
Conference: of Faotory Committees, wag edited by 
the. Anarchists, “he Bolshevik, I, otepanovy, 


alter a study of these, factory commit 
that Spread like wi tees 


. eo 
wildfire, concluded that: "We are witnessing sme- | 
thing which partakes somewhat of the Anarchist 
Visionary dreams about autcmomous industrial 
communes." 3 


The Anarchists enthusiastically. - 
engaged in the sccialization of housing, forming 
house committees that grew into city~wide block 
and street committees. It is interesting to note 
in this connection that in Kronstadt. the Bal~ 
shevik faction left. the soviet in protest agains t 
the: socialization of dwellings, because: it was 


3 


not controlled by then... 


in Petrograd, aceording to Sukhanov, 
the Anérchists had their territorial base in the 
Vyborg district, where the working class. masses 
were densely settled. The Anarchist soicialiged 
the seeluded villa of the,.Czarist Minister Dur. 
nove. The beautiful, spacious grounds and gardens 
were not usurped by the Anarchists for their own 
use, but rather were used: for Kindergartens and 
playgrounds for children and a. place of rest for 
workers. Kerensky threatened to"burn the. Anare: : 
chists out of the villa. with red hot irons," 
After long hesitation, Kerensky's Minister of 
Justice, gave the Anarchists, 2icvhazat notice to 
leave the Durnovo Villa. 


officers. In the fighting, the Anarchist forces 
suffered many wounded and,some fatalities. The 


increased the growing dissatisfe ction of the 
Petrograd workers with the Kerensky government. 


These are but & few examples of the 
widespread Anarchist activities during this 
period. If the Anarchist message. was. favorably 
received, as we have inuicated, because the 
- spontaneous: action and tune asmands of the pen: 
ople coincided with the Anarchist ideas, why: 
did Anarchism fail to shape the Russian Revox«x.-. 
lution? On this guestion tnere has been a gio-od 
deal of specudation. The best explanation we. : 
think has been given by the Russian Anarchist, 
Voline. There &re snontaneous libertarian ten- 
dencies in every revcluticn, but Spontaneity 

is;not enough. The fact thet people unconscious- 
ly, accidentelly, act in « lisertarian manner 
does mot mean that they uncerstund the ideas - 
and principles of Anarchism. they may even be 
reactionaries who do not nave even the faintest 
hotion. of the implications of their acts. This 
explains why promisin-: popular inovements are « 
taken over by @lever puliticians. Voline sums 
up the situation in these admirable paragraphs: 


| ) "...despite the unfavorable circtije 
stances /which Voline discusses in & separate 
chapter/ the Anarchist iuea could have blazed 
a trail, or even won, if the mass of Russian 
workers had hac at their disposal at the ver 
beginning of the revolution Organizations that 
were old, experienced, preven, ready to act ‘on’ 
their own and to put their ideas into practice, 
But the reality was wholly otherwise. The orga- 


nizations arose only in the course of the Re-— 
volution." | | 


| "To be sure they 1lumediately made a 
prodigious start nuwerically. Rapidly the whole 
country was covered with .a vast network of - 
unions, factory committees, Soviets. But these 
organizations came into being vith neither 
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aration nor preliminary activity, without 
pia orp without. a clear ideology, Without 
independent initiutive. They had no historical . 
tradition, ‘no competence, no notion of their role, 
their task, their true nissiqn, The libertatian 
idea was unknown tc them. Under these conditions 
they were condemned to be taken intow from the 
‘beginning. by the volitical parties. And. leter the 
Bolsheviks say to it, that the weak-Anarchist 
forces would be unable tc enlighten them to the 
necessary de2greée. | 


"Under these conditions, in order thet: | 
the Anarchist ides uight blaze a trail and win, 
it would have been necessary either that. 
Bolshevism didu't exist, or that. the Bolsheviks 
acted as Anarchists ~ or that the Revolution haa 
left sufficient time tc the libertarians ané 
working masses tc permit the workers' organi- 
zaticns. to receive that idea and become capeble 
of achieving it Lefore being swallowed up and 
subjugated by the Boishevik State. This latter 
possibility did not occur, the Bolsheviki heving 
swallowed up the workers! organizations and 
blocked the way for the Anarchists before the 
former cculc familiarize themselves. with Anachist 
concepts, onpoes. this seizure, and orient the 
Revoluion in a libertaren direction? 


Voline's *~emark should not be taken to - 
mean that the Anarchists and other revoluticnists — 
faced with Bolshevit "victory" surrendered withcut 
a fight. The Makhno movement, the Kronstadt 
uprising, the strikes and revolts that took 

place all over Russia, were heroic attempts to. 
save the Revolutvicn.from its-usurpers; These 
relatively 'unknown" fighters have written a 
glerious page in the history of man's struggle 

for freedom. 


Se Nes « 


we remember 


anarchist 


comrades 


earrotted 


